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Tips for the Demonstration Fly Tyer

by Dean Childs

(if you are crazy enough to do it, these tips Wwdlp make it easier on you and your audience)

1. Clean your hands and especially your fingerna®emember they will look two feet across
on the screen!

2. Wear a shirt that contrasts with the fly you widl &nd with no fancy patterns. Plain white is
a good bet.

3. String up two bobbins for each thread you will Iséng. The audience gets restless when you
have to stop and string up in the middle of the {Eespecially when you forget to bring your
threader and have to suck!)

4. Make a kit of the materials needed for the fly.dRIthe feathers, cut the wire, select the
hook, the hand tools, etc. Put all this in a srafitainer. Consider doing two of these if you
are the nervous type. Again, audiences don’t padity get thrilled watching you sort
through your bag for the fly components duringtike

5. Since you saved all this time by not having tangfrand sort, consider providing some
background info on the fly. The originator, whetresiused, how to fish it, your experiences
with it, all are interesting to the audience. D thefore you start tying and stand up in front
of the audience to present the info.

6. Before you start tying, provide a sample of thésfied fly. After the demonstration, provide
handouts of the tying recipe.

7. Sometimes this is hard to do, but try to explamting steps while you tie. It helps to
rehearse the dialog of the tying steps at homecabtime. Long awkward silences make
everyone uncomfortable, (especially you!)

8. Makesureyou know how to tie the pattern comfortably. Thisraothing like tying up at
least a dozen in advance to make you an ace.

9. If you make a mistake, don’t panic and try to hurpy Unwind the thread and do the step
over again, very deliberately, explaining what ywe doing as you go. They will understand.

10.Remember, you have two goals, to teach or demaestrpattern, and to pass on tips on
methods, materials and tools. If your audience S&imwv, | never thought of that” you have
done your job.
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